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Maria Rainer

Cast of Characters
-

Trinity Hines-Anthony

Sister Berthe / Maria Rainer Understudy / Nun

-

Mary Clare Hake

Sister Berthe Understudy / Nun

-

Mattabesett Smith

Sister Margaretta / Elsa Schraeder Understudy / Nun / Neighbor / Dance
Co-Captain

-

Meaghan Evans

Sister Margaretta Understudy / Sister Berthe Understudy / Sister Sophia
Understudy / Nun

-

Kat Bishop

Mother Abbess / Nun

-

Josie Gore

Sister Sophia / Liesl Understudy / Nun / Neighbor

-

Olivia Redwine

Captain Georg Von Trapp

-

William Maloney

Franz

-

Logan Groff

Frau Schmidt / Nun

-

Caroline Herling

Liesl / Nun

-

Anna Delaney

Friedrich von Trapp

-

Eli Joseph

Louisa von Trapp

-

Laylah Daniel-Murray

Kurt von Trapp

-

Preston Goff-Dawson

Brigitta von Trapp

-

Via Mongelli

Marta von Trapp

-

Abigail Doggett

Gretl von Trapp

-

Lauren Hutcherson

Lauren's Parent

-

Tiarra Amerson

Louisa & Brigitta Understudy / Nun

-

Alyssa Boldt

Friedrich & Kurt Understudy / Nun

-

Annie Hart

Rolf Gruber / Neighbor

-

Aaron Oakley

Elsa Schraeder / Nun

-

Anna Simmons

Ursula / Frau Schmidt / Nun Understudy

-

Emma Symank

Max Detweiler / Captain Georg Von Trapp Understudy

-

Darian Watson

Herr Zeller / Rolf Gruber Understudy / Priest

-

Alexander Nguyen

Elberfeld / Mother Abbess Understudy / Nun / Neighbor

-

Julia Schoen

Baroness Elberfeld / Nun / Neighbor

-

Claire Greco

Frau Zeller / Nun

-

Maddy Myers

A New Postulant / Nun

-

Grace Caffoe

Admiral von Schreiber / Neighbor

-

Pete Gratto

Trio from Herwegen / Sister Sophia Understudy / Nun

-

Claire O'Brien

Trio from Herwegen / Nun

-

Ally Kaiser

Trio from Herwegen / Marta & Gretl Understudy / Nun / Neighbor

-

Natalie DiPietro

Fraulein Schweiger / Nun

-

Jessie Starkweather

Nun / Neighbor / Co-Dance Captain

-

McKenna Hoefsmit

Nun / Neighbor

-

Caitlyn Hood and Josie Reinker

Sister Sophia Understudy / Nun / Neighbor

-

Olivia Rowley

Community Neighbors

-

Prof. John Benjamin, Martha Armstrong-Benjamin, Dr.
Sharon Gratto, Pete Gratto, & Dr. Julia Randel

A Note From Our Directors

When we chose to produce The Sound of Music, we were envisioning a triumphant return to Boll
Theatre after a long absence due to the restrictions imposed by the pandemic. We wanted to immerse
ourselves in the beautiful visual and musical world created by Richard Rodgers and Oscar
Hammerstein and give our students the opportunity to experience the best of the Golden Age of
musical theatre. We had no idea that our preparation of this work would coincide with Putin’s invasion
of the Ukraine.
As we watched the events of the past few weeks unfold, the von Trapp family’s experience became
startlingly immediate for our cast and production team. The news in the days preceding the invasion
presented firsthand accounts of those trying to choose how best to navigate the impending conflict:
should they shelter in place? Should they fight? Should they flee? How would they keep their families
safe?
The Sound of Music then becomes more than just a beautiful story. It is a wonderful reminder of the
value of resistance in the face of adversity and the remarkable ability of a single person to effect change
in the world around them.
If you are looking for a tangible way to help in Ukraine, we invite you to visit standforukraine.com for
a list of verified funds and organizations that are providing aid and comfort to those in distress.
Thank you.

@FlyerTheatre
@UDaytonMusic

Meet the UD Cast Members

Kat Bishop (Sister Margaretta Understudy / Sister Berthe Understudy / Sister Sophia
Understudy / Nun) is a sophomore, Music Therapy major with a Voice primary from Beavercreek,
Ohio. Some of her favorite past performances include Meg/Clarissa in the musical Little Women,
Hippolyta/Mustardseed in A Midsummer Night’s Dream, and Storyteller in Once On This Island, all
at Chaminade-Julienne Catholic High School. She also was in the ensemble of Dare2Defy’s
production of Sweeney Todd. Most recently, she performed as the Dodo Bird in the Theatre, Dance &
Performance Technology program’s production of Through the Looking Glass, and What You Found
There in collaboration with the Department of Music. In addition to theatre, Kat is also a member of
the Pride of Dayton’s color guard, a sister of Sigma Alpha Iota, and the Music Director and member
of Underscore, one of UD’s co-ed a cappella groups. She would like to thank her friends, family, and
professors for all of their unending support, as well as you for coming to the show!
Alyssa Boldt (Louisa & Brigitta Understudy / Nun) is a sophomore, Music Therapy student with
a Voice primary, originally from Indianapolis, IN. UD credits includes Through the Looking Glass,
and What You Found There (Cheshire Cat), The Magic Flute (Spirit Trio). YAP Civic credits include
Chorus Line (Connie) and Guys and Dolls. Carmel HS credits includes Bring it On, Little Mermaid,
Phantom of the Opera, Charlotte’s Web (Lamb). Alyssa is also involved in the Asian American
Association, Campus Unity, and Diversity Peer Educators on campus! Many thanks to the cast and
creative team for this wonderful experience, and Alyssa’s family and friends for their love and support.
Grace Caffoe (A New Postulant / Nun) is a sophomore from Aurora, Ohio pursuing a major in Early
Childhood Education with a minor in Music. Grace is excited to get back on the stage for the first time
since the pandemic as a cast member of this wonderful production. In the past, Grace’s favorite credits
include Veta Louise in Harvey, Rosie in Mamma Mia!, and Maria in Lend Me a Tenor, all performed
at Aurora High School. When not in the theater, Grace is exploring her passion for music on the piano,
guitar, and violin. If not in a practice room, she can be found rehearsing with On The Fly, the
University of Dayton’s improv team. Grace would like to thank her family and friends for all of their
love and support, and the cast and crew of The Sound of Music for the opportunity to be back on the
stage performing again. She hopes you enjoy the show!
Natalie DiPietro (Trio from Herwegen / Marta & Gretl Understudy / Nun) is a freshman, Vocal
Performance major from Centerville, Ohio. Natalie has been performing for a majority of her life, both
individually and with a cappella groups, and has been working hard to kick start her musical career as
a pop singer. She has passions for acting, dancing, and singing, and has been writing her own original
music since elementary school, all in hopes of inspiring others to do what makes them happy despite
the odds we all face in our lives. In the Fall of 2021, she played Tweedle-Dee in Through the Looking
Glass, and What You Found There at the University of Dayton. Throughout her time preparing for
her roles in The Sound of Music, she has learned from her peers and professors and has been pushing
herself to overcome challenges and do her absolute best. Apart from theatre, she is also a member of
Remedy A-Cappella, and loves to spend her time with her family. She can’t wait for you to see the show!
Meaghan Evans (Sister Margaretta / Elsa Schraeder Understudy / Nun / Neighbor / Dance
Co-Captain) is a sophomore from Dayton, Ohio pursuing a degree in Pre-Medicine and a minor in
Music. She has been singing, dancing, and acting in productions for many years and is very excited
to perform her first show at the University of Dayton. When she is not working or performing in the
theater, she can be found rehearsing and performing with University Chorale and Orchestra, studying
for classes in the science center, or organizing for multiple clubs and organizations on campus. She
would like to thank her family and loved ones for supporting her passion for the arts and she hopes you
enjoy the show!

Josie Gore (Mother Abbess / Nun) is a junior, Music Performance major studying with Dr. Andrea
Chenoweth Wells. She graduated from Sinclair Community College with an Associates Degree of Arts
with a concentration in Music in the Summer of 2021. After Sinclair, she made the life-changing
decision of transferring to UD to complete her Bachelor’s degree in Music Performance. She is a
member of the UD Opera Workshop and the University Chorale. You may have also seen her as The
Queen of Hearts in Opera Workshop’s Through the Looking Glass, and What You Found There in
the Fall of 2021. Outside of UD, Josie is a soprano section leader at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in
Oakwood. After graduating from the University of Dayton, she plans on earning her Masters degree
in Vocal Performance or Opera Performance. Josie strives to become a professional opera singer and
recitalist. Josie would like to thank you all for coming tonight and hopes that you enjoy the show.
Claire Greco (Baroness Elberfeld / Nun / Neighbor) is a junior at UD, where she is studying
Theatre, Dance, and Performance Technology with a Applied Theatre concentration, along with
getting her Early and Special Education teaching licenses. Originally she is from St. Louis, Missouri,
where she started working with theatre, both on and behind the stage! Some of her favorite credits
that she has been a part of both from her hometown and here at UD are: Titanic: the Musical (Eleanor
Widener), Carrie: the Musical, Crazy For You, Newsies, and The Yearnin’ Heart Longs. She is so
excited to be back on stage, playing Baroness Elberfeld and a Nun in The Sound of Music. She would
like to thank the Music and Theatre faculty that have worked on the show, the cast, and the crew for
their hard work. She would also like to give a very big shoutout to her family and friends who
constantly support her through all of her endeavors in life (even with it comes with a long 6 hour drive)!
Logan Groff (Franz) is a first year, Theatre, Dance & Performance Technology major with a
concentration in Acting at the University of Dayton. This is Logan’s first show ever. Logan also a part
of the Common Good Players troupe headed by Dr. Michelle Hayford. Upon graduation, Logan
intends to pursue a career in law and plans to be a criminal defense attorney.
Mary Clare Hake (Sister Berthe / Maria Rainer Understudy / Nun) is a junior from Palatine,
Illinois pursuing a major in Adolescent to Young Adult Education with a concentration in Language
Arts. Mary Clare has been performing since she was young and finds great joy in being on stage.
Favorite past acting credits include All Shook Up as Mayor Matilda Hyde, Grandma Addams in The
Addams Family and Noises Off as Dotty Otley. When she is not in the theater, Mary Clare is acting as
Vice President and New Member Educator for Zeta Tau Alpha, singing in her A Capella group Flying
Solos, or spending time with friends in and out of the classroom. She would like to thank her friends
and family for their continued support of her academic and theatrical pursuits, and hopes everyone
enjoys the show!
Annie Hart (Friedrich & Kurt Understudy / Nun) is a freshman from Akron, Ohio studying Health
Science with a concentration in Integrative Physiology. Annie has been performing for most of her
life and is thrilled to be a part of her very first college production! Her favorite past shows include A
Midsummer Night’s Dream, in which she performed as Puck, and Oliver! in which she was cast as the
title character before production was shut down due to the pandemic. In her spare time, Annie enjoys
participating in extracurriculars like Marianist Leadership Scholars, studying with her friends in the
library, and watching her favorite intramural flag football team lose all their games. She would like to
thank her parents and her siblings Grace and Kevin for all their support, as well as her friends Molly,
Lauren, and Hayden. She is incredibly excited for the show and hopes you enjoy it as much as she does!

Caroline Herling (Frau Schmidt / Nun) is a junior, Theatre, Dance, & Performance Technology
major with an Acting concentration from Fresno, California. She has wanted to be a performer since
she was 11 years old. This is her first main stage production (thank you COVID) but she is thrilled to
play Frau Schmidt, a Nun, and be the voice of several backstage voices. Currently, she is a member of
the Common Good Players, however you may have most recently seen her in the Black Box
performing and assistant directing the UD Monologues with the University of Dayton’s Studio
Theatre. Some stage credits previous to college and the pandemic include Mame Dennis in Auntie
Mame, Hodel in Fiddler on the Roof, and Miss. Andrew in Mary Poppins. When she is not acting,
Caroline can usually be found singing or dabbling in one of her other creative hobbies such as
photography. Caroline would like to thank the incredible creative, crew, and directing teams.
Trinity Peace Hines-Anthony (Maria Rainer) was born in Dayton, Ohio and raised in Cincinnati,
OH. She is a junior, Vocal Performance major here at UD, where she has studied with Martin Bakari,
and is currently studying with Dr. Minnita Daniel-Cox. She is part of the University of Dayton’s Opera
Workshop, Early Music Ensemble and is the soprano section leader of University Chorale. Previous
stage credits include; First Lady in The Magic Flute, Lorrell Robinson in Dreamgirls, Fairy Godmother
in Rodgers & Hammerstein’s Cinderella, and Kim Macafee in Bye Bye Birdie. She would like to thank
all of the directors and voice faculty for their guidance. She would also like to thank the cast and crew
for their dedication. And most importantly, she is grateful to God and her family, for their continuous
love and support. She thanks you for coming and hopes you enjoy the show!
McKenna Hoefsmit (Nun / Neighbor / Co-Dance Captain) is a freshman, Psychology major from
Cleveland, Ohio and this is her first musical at the University of Dayton. McKenna has trained for 15
years in ballet and has performed in over 40 ballets including The Nutcracker, Coppelia,
Sleeping Beauty, and Snow White. She has also performed in musicals across the greater Cleveland
area, including Newsies (Saint Joseph Academy) and Big Fish (Saint Edward High School). McKenna
is thrilled to be expanding her knowledge and training with this ensemble and would like to thank her
directors, choreographers, and fellow cast members as well as crewmates for all of the hard work they
have put into making this show possible.
Caitlyn Hood (Nun / Neighbor) is a junior from Tipp City, Ohio who is studying Music
Composition. She has been in theatre for several years, and was a part of the local company known
as Muse Machine for all of high school. Her favorite role she ever played was Dorothy in Thoroughly
Modern Millie with her high school. After her undergrad, Caitlyn plans on attending graduate school
for Music, and hopes to one day be a composer for a Pixar film. Caitlyn also is about to release her first
album as part of a school project! She would like to thank her family and friends for all of their support
in her compositional and artistic journey.
Ally Kaiser (Trio from Herwegen / Nun) is a sophomore from Fort Recovery, Ohio pursuing a
double major in AYA Education and English, with a minor in Music. Ally has been performing in
choral and theatrical settings for many years and loves to entertain on stage. Past show credits include
White Rabbit in Through the Looking Glass, and What You Found There (University of Dayton Opera
Workshop), Violet in 9 to 5, Annabel in Lucky Stiff, Wednesday in The Addams Family, and Grace
in Annie (Fort Recovery High School). She is very excited to teach high school English in the future
and hopefully help the school’s music program. She has enjoyed doing this show with her boyfriend!
She would like to thank her family, friends, and roommates for all of their incredible support. Ally is
dedicating these performances to her grandpa. She hopes you enjoy the show!

William Maloney (Captain Georg von Trapp) is a sophomore student from St. Louis, Missouri
pursuing a major in Political Science with a minor in German. Rachel has been performing since 7th
grade and is very excited to be making his UD theatre debut with The Sound of Music after a two year
break from acting! You may have seen him as Race in the Chaminade College Preparatory School’s
production of Newsies, Enjolras in Chaminade College Preparatory School’s production of Les
Miserables or as Edgar Beane in the Gateway Center for Performing Arts’ production of Titanic. Will
has thoroughly enjoyed his time working with the UD theatre department playing Captain Georg Von
Trapp under Dr. Yorke and Dr. Wells and has loved having the opportunity to bring this character and
this show to life! He hopes you have as much fun watching his character as he has creating him and he
hopes you enjoy the UD theatre department’s production of The Sound of Music!
Maddy Myers (Frau Zeller / Nun) is a sophomore, Theatre, Dance & Performance Technology
major from Oakwood, Ohio. She is very excited to be performing in The Sound of Music! Maddy’s
most recent role was the Fairy Godmother in her high school’s production of Cinderella. She is also
credited for playing Beth March in Little Women and Miss Barley in A Gentleman’s Guide to Love
and Murder. She is very thankful to be involved in theatre again and cannot wait to perform for a live
audience.
Alexander Nguyen (Herr Zeller / Rolf Gruber Understudy / Priest) is a freshman from
Springboro, Ohio and is pursuing a major in English. Alexander has had previous theater experience
in shows such as Thoroughly Modern Millie and Grease held by Springboro High School. He is
enjoying his experience in The Sound of Music as it has reminded him of how fun the performing arts
can truly be. He would like to thank his family and friends for their everlasting support and wishes them
the best. Most of all, he hopes you all enjoy the show!
Aaron Oakley (Rolf Gruber / Neighbor) is a sophomore from St. Henry, Ohio pursuing a
Mechanical Engineering degree. This semester, The Sound of Music, has granted him one of the most
exciting theatre performances that he has been casted in. Aaron has learned many new singing
techniques and has learned basic dance skills. Aaron’s favorite past performances consist of Newsies
(Jay County Civic Theatre), Frozen Jr. (Jay County Civic Theatre), Little Women (St. Henry High
School), and Oklahoma (St. Henry High School). When he is not rehearsing, Aaron enjoys watching
NCAA basketball and the NFL with his roommates, as well as,playing Intramural basketball and
kickball. Aaron is very excited for people to come watch the show and to be back on a stage after two
years.
Claire O’Brien (Trio from Herwegen / Sister Sophia Understudy / Nun) is a sophomore from
Columbus, Ohio majoring in Communications with a concentration in Media Productions. Claire has
been performing for over 10 years now. Her stage credits include Annie, The Little Mermaid, Ballet
Met’s The Nutcracker, High School Musical, The Wizard of Oz, Anything Goes, Mamma Mia! and
Cinderella. Claire was an Irish dancer, competing and performing nationally for over 12 years.
Outside of the theatre, she can be seen either singing with her a cappella group Underscore and
University Chorale, dancing with the University Irish dance team, playing on her intramural flag
football team, or working on the set of a Flyer TV production. She is very excited to be a part of this
talented cast of The Sound of Music!

Olivia Redwine (Sister Sophia / Liesl Understudy / Nun / Neighbor) is a junior, Music Therapy
major from Mason, Ohio. Olivia has been performing all throughout her life. Once she began dance
classes at age five, she has been on the stage ever since. Whether it be singing, dancing, or acting,
Olivia loves to perform! She is a current member of the UD Dance Ensemble and has participated in
UDDE’s productions Untold Stories and Dancing in the Light. Through Opera Workshop, Olivia has
stepped into characters from Little Women, The Magic Flute, Through the Looking Glass, and What
You Found There, and now The Sound of Music. She is grateful for the many opportunities the Music
and TDP departments have given her over the years. She would like to thank her family and friends for
their constant support for all that she does. Enjoy the show!
Josie Reinker (Nun / Neighbor) is a sophomore, Middle Childhood Education major at UD with
concentrations in English and Mathematics, as well as a minor in Music. Her previous theatre
experience includes ensemble roles, featured dance roles, crew experience, supporting roles, and
student choreographing. She discovered her love for theatre in high school and has been a part of
shows including Rent, Singin’ in the Rain, Seussical, and Freaky Friday. She is thrilled to be a part of
the University of Dayton’s production of The Sound of Music and plans to continue to engage in her
musical studies through theatre at UD in the years to come.
Olivia Rowley (Sister Sophia Understudy / Nun / Neighbor) is a freshman from Sugar Grove, Ohio
pursuing a degree in Music Therapy. Olivia has been performing in theater productions since 2020
but has also been a part of many other performing arts productions. The Sound of Music is the first
production they have done with the University of Dayton and they cannot wait to participate in many
more! Olivia went to Pickerington High School Central where she was in a production of Almost,
Maine where she played Rhonda, and Hairspray! where she played Prudy Pingleton. Olivia was also
on the costume crew for a production of Macbeth. When Olivia is not doing theater you can see her in
the World Music Choir here at the University of Dayton. She would like to thank the cast and crew for
all of their help to put on the show this semester. She would also like to thank her family, friends, and
high school theater and choir directors for helping her get to where she is today. If it wasn’t for them
she would have never even tried doing theater and wouldn’t be where she is today. She hopes you all
enjoy the show!
Julia Schoen (Elberfeld / Mother Abbess Understudy / Nun / Neighbor) is a sophomore from
Willoughby Hills, Ohio with a Marketing major. Julia is thrilled to get back on stage and take part
in her first performance at University of Dayton. She has always loved performing, whether it be in a
dance competition, theatre production, or choir concert. Her most memorable past production
moments have been performing as Roxie Hart in Chicago (Lake Catholic High School), Nellie
Forbush in South Pacific (Lake Catholic High School), and being the dance captain in Mamma Mia
(Rabbit Run Theater). She would like to thank her parents, family, friends, and Voice Professor, Dr
Kim, for always supporting her. Now, she hopes you sit back, relax, and enjoy the show!
Anna Simmons (Elsa Schraeder / Nun), from Flossmoor, Illinois, is a Voice Performance and French
double major at the University of Dayton. Anna has been singing in choirs and musicals throughout
her life, but fully discovered her musical passions upon beginning her studies at UD. Some of Anna’s
recent roles and performances include Uzo in Godspell for Lantern Theatre Company, and as a part of
Dayton’s Opera Workshop, Dormouse in Through the Looking Glass and What You Found There,
and Spirit in The Magic Flute. Anna has also been involved in a variety of vocal ensembles in Dayton’s
music department, most recently Early Music Ensemble, University Chorale, and Ebony Heritage
Singers. Anna is the Music Director for Flying Solos A cappella, and enjoys hanging out with friends
on her porch in her free time. Anna thanks her family and friends for all their support in her musical
endeavors!

Mattabesett Smith (Sister Berthe Understudy / Nun) is a sophomore from Circleville, Ohio
pursuing a degree in Music Therapy. Mattabesett has been performing many years in choirs and solo
vocal performances. Mattabesett has had no previously roles or participation in theatre, but decided to
try it for the first time in her college career. When Mattabesett is not in rehearsal she is working with
older adults with various dementias at a senior living community, working in the Music office or Sears
recital hall, studying. She is excited to continue her work in music therapy and continue to stay active
in theatre!
Jessie Starkweather (Fraulein Schweiger / Nun) is a senior from Steubenville, Ohio pursuing a
Criminal Justice major. Jessie has been in love with theatre since she was five years old and first
performed in The Sound of Music. Her time in theatre truly has come full circle. Some of her
favorite acting credits include Four Horses (University of Dayton Studio Theatre) and The Hunchback
of Notre Dame (Steubenville High School). If she is not at rehearsal, you can find her playing Settlers
of Catan, working at the Military and Veteran Programs and Services office on campus, or studying.
She would like to thank her friends and family for putting up with her rehearsal schedule this semester,
and she is so excited for everyone to see all of our hard work pay off!
Emma Symank (Ursula / Frau Schmidt / Nun Understudy) is a sophomore from Glenview,
Illinois pursuing a Theatre, Dance & Performance Technology degree with a concentration in
Acting. Emma is rather new to the stage but participated in the fall operetta of Through The Looking
Glass, and What You Found There as Tweedle Dum. Emma wishes to continue pursuing her acting
career here at The University of Dayton and hopes you enjoy The Sound of Music.
Darian Watson (Max Detweiler / Captain Georg Von Trapp Understudy) is a sophomore from
Tipp City, Ohio pursuing a double major in English and Theatre, Dance, and Performance
Technology. Darian enjoys theatre and loves being a part of productions. Favorite past acting credits
include Bert in Mary Poppins and Pete in In The Heights. When he is not in the theatre, Darian is
writing short stories, watching movies, or studying. He would like to thank his family and mentors
for their incredible support throughout his educational and theatrical journey, and is very excited
to pursue his future in writing and theatre. He has loved working on this production and hopes you
enjoy the show!

Meet the Holy Angels Cast Members

Laylah Daniel-Murray (Louisa von Trapp) is a sixth grade student at Holy Angels. This is her stage
debut. With previous musical experience in liturgical music and and talent shows, she says of the
unique theatrical experience “I love the costumes, movement and story”. She enjoys playing piano
and anime.

Abigail Doggett (Marta von Trapp) is a fourth grade student at Holy Angels. She has loved
performing alongside the students and faculty at University and Dayton and appreciates how much she
has grown as a singer under their direction.

Preston Keon Goff-Dawson (Kurt von Trapp) is a seventh grade student at Holy Angels. He has
been a student at Holy Angels for eight consecutive years. It is an honor to be selected to participate
in The Sound of Music production. His initial musical experiences were through his church choir, the
Holy Angels school choir, and participation in various youth related activities. This will be my first
live theatrical performance of this scale. Some credits include Uncle Sam in Military Man, leading the
song, America the Beautiful, during Holy Angels end-of-the-year program and sang Glory to God on
High in Holy Angel’s Christmas production during his 5th grade year. He has really enjoyed playing
the role of Kurt and loved watching how the entire production has come together!
Lauren Hutcherson (Gretl von Trapp) is a third grade student at Holy Angels. Her experience with
The Sound of Music has been a blast. She enjoys learning from her older cast mates while making new
friends a long the way. With this being her first theatre performance, she is excited about displaying
her passion for acting and singing.
Eli Joseph (Friedrich von Trapp) is a seventh grade student at Holy Angels. He has really enjoyed
playing Friedrich in this production of The Sound of Music. He is excited to be on stage with college
students for his debut musical! His favorite thing about musical theatre is getting to act and sing at
the same time. His past theatre credits include Dr. Denton Deer, The Westing Game and Chaminade
Julienne Theatre Camp.
Via Mongelli (Brigitta von Trapp) is an eighth grade student at Holy Angels. Via is excited to be a
part of The Sound of Music with the University of Dayton and have the opportunity to work with
college students and professors. Via has often dreamed of a career in performing arts and it is so great
to work with people who have done it, as well as those students who are planning on making it their
career. Via performs to make others “feel”. It is her goal to immerse the audience in a story/
experience for an hour or two. She wants you to be able to feel the joy and sorrow of the characters.
Via has enjoyed performing since she was very little and can’t get enough of it! Her most recent roles
include Pinocchio in Shrek Jr. and an upcoming performance as Grandma Addams in The Addams
Family.

Meet the Community Cast Members

John Benjamin (Max Detweiler Understudy / Neighbor) and Martha Armstrong-Benjamin
(Neighbor) have been dancing through life together for 34 years (to the day, at the Saturday show).
They have appeared onstage together in nine shows over the last 20 years, but this will be the first
time they’ve danced together on stage. John is on the piano faculty at UD and, among (many) other
things, accompanies the Opera Workshop program. Martha is an educator, currently employed by
the Centerville City Schools.
Pete Gratto (Admiral von Schreiber / Neighbor) is a community member and a voice student of
Dr. David Sievers. He is grateful that the production staff recruited him to be The Admiral. He is the
husband of Dr. Sharon Davis Gratto, the current Graul Chair and former Chair of the Music
Department. He is a retired member of the U.S. Senior Foreign Service.
Dr. Sharon Davis Gratto (Neighbor) is a Professor of Music, Graul Endowed Chair in Arts and
Languages, and past Chair of the Department of Music at the University of Dayton. Dr. Gratto
directs the World Music Choir. She is married to the “Admiral” in this production and is pleased to
be part of the dance scene!

Dr. Julia Randel (Co-Producer / Neighbor) joined the UD faculty in the summer of 2017 as
Associate Professor and Chair of the Department of Music. She is a musicologist specializing in
music and dance of the 19th and 20th centuries, and is currently at work on a book about the ballets
of Igor Stravinsky and George Balanchine. She holds a Ph.D. in Musicology from Harvard; M.A.
in Musicology from the University of Georgia; M.M. in Tuba Performance from the University of
Kentucky; and B.A. in Literature from Yale. The highlight of her (very brief) career in the theater
was playing the role of Lady Bracknell in The Importance of Being Ernest (Gateway Theater, Cornell
University).

Meet the Student Production Team

Emily Foppe (Assistant Lighting Designer) is a junior from Kettering, Ohio. She is pursuing a
major in Theatre, Dance and Performance Technology with a concentration in Performance
Technology. She has previously acted as a Sound Designer for TDP’s production of Laced but
is excited to have moved into lighting and spot lighting work for this performance. Outside of the
theatre she is usually hanging out with her roomies or studying. She would like to thank everyone for
supporting the show!
Caleb Hoch (Sound Designer/Sound Board Operator) is a junior pursuing degrees in Physics
and AYA Education with a minor in Theatre, Dance, and Performance Technology. Caleb has
previously engaged in the TDP Program as a Videographer for Reverberation, Stage Manager for
Through the Looking Glass, and What You Found There, and as the Sound Board Operator for
Untold Stories. He has also been involved in numerous productions at Lakota East High School,
including acting credits as Lurch in The Addams Family, Calvin O’Keefe in A Wrinkle in Time, and
has directed Magic Treehouse: A Ghost Tale for Mr. Dickens. In addition to his production work,
Caleb is the Student Technical Coordinator for the TDP Program, as well as serving as the Vice
President of the Society of Physics Students and the Financial Chair for the RHA Apartments Area
Council. He was also recently accepted into Sigma Pi Sigma, a national physics honors society. Caleb
is very excited to welcome everyone back to the world of live theatre and is very thankful for all the
support from friends and family over the past two years as we navigated the world of the pandemic.
He hopes you enjoy the show!
Ben Remke (Assistant Stage Manager) is a sophomore at the University of Dayton, majoring in
Theatre, Dance, and Performance Technology. This is his fifth show here and is excited to continue
his career here as the Assistant Stage Manager. He is from Cincinnati, OH and some of his favorite
shows he worked on include The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime and Legally Blonde.
He would like to thank Amy Schiffler for keeping him sane. He hopes you enjoy the show.
Amy Schiffler (Assistant Stage Manager) is a first year Computer Science major from Dayton, OH.
Amy originally auditioned to be Maria, but it didn’t work out, so Assistant Stage Manager was close
enough. They attended Carroll High School, where they were a Stage Manager for Little Women and
a Student Director for All Eyes On You. This is their first production at the University of Dayton.
Amy would like to thank Ben Remke for keeping things fun.

Meet the Production Team

Dr. Michelle Hayford (Co-Producer, Intimacy Director) is the Director of the Theatre, Dance,
and PerformanceTechnology Program and Associate Professor of Theatre at the University of
Dayton. Michelle holds a Ph.D. in Performance Studies from Northwestern University. Her original
creative scholarship combines her passions of creating live plays with utilizing the craft of theatre as a
necessary response to community and civic engagement. Michelle’s passion for progressive
leadership in academic theatre prompted her to write Undergraduate Research in Theatre,
published by Routledge (2021), see routledge.pub/MichelleHayford. Previous original works
include Spectacle (with Nick Cardilino, 2018), Sustenance (2016) created in collaboration with
the Hanley Sustainability Institute, Dog Wish (2013) commissioned by The Humane Society of the
United States and Suit My Heart (2011) created in collaboration with Footsteps to the Future, a
foster youth non-profit. She is co-author and co-editor (with Susan Kattwinkel) of Performing Arts as
High-Impact Practice (see https://www.palgrave.com/gp/book/9783319729435), published by
Palgrave MacMillan (2018) and Arts and Humanities Division editor of the journal SPUR:
Scholarship and Practice of Undergraduate Research.
Dr. Julia Randel (Co-Producer / Neighbor) see bio under “Meet the Community Cast Members”
Dr. Andrea Chenoweth Wells (Co-Director), DMA & soprano, is a two-time regional finalist in
the Metropolitan Opera National Council auditions. She has appeared with orchestras and opera
companies throughout the US, including regular appearances with the Cleveland Orchestra, the
Dayton Philharmonic Orchestra, Cleveland Opera, Dayton Opera. Career highlights include her
Carnegie Hall debut singing Verdi’s Requiem and touring Japan with Maestro Neal Gittleman and
the Telemann Chamber Orchestra. She has sung numerous operatic roles, including Fiordiligi in
Mozart’s Così fan tutte, Atalanta in Handel’s Xerxes, the First Lady in Mozart’s Magic Flute, Kitty
Hart in Heggie’s Dead Man Walking and the Foreign Woman in Menotti’s The Consul. Wells concertizes frequently. She is a frequent soloist at Boston’s The Shakespeare Concerts, and is featured
on several recordings of works with text by Shakespeare on the Parma label. A proponent of new
music, Wells has collaborated with many living composers including Libby Larsen, Joseph Summer,
Jack Perla, Jonathon Sheffer, and Monica Houghton. She earned her Doctorate in Music in Voice
and Opera Directing at the University of Cincinnati’s College-Conservatory of Music, her Masters of
Music degree in Voice from The Cleveland Institute of Music and her Bachelor of Arts degree from
the University of Dayton. Her teachers include Kenneth Shaw, Ruth Golden, George Vassos, Ellen
Shade, and Linda Snyder. Previous directing credits include Benjamin Britten’s Albert Herring, Marc
Antoine Charpentier’s La Fête de Ruel, Mozart’s The Magic Flute, and the musical Chicago. Wells is
an Artist-in-Residence at the University of Dayton, where she teaches voice, opera, and a course of
her own design: Music and Faith on Stage.
Dr. Minnita Daniel-Cox (Artistic Director), a native of Columbus, Ohio, attended Bowling Green
State University where she received a Bachelor of Music in Music Performance. Upon completion of
her baccalaureate studies, she attended The University of Michigan where she received her both her
Master of Music and her Doctorate of Musical Arts degrees. Most recently, Dr. Daniel-Cox
performed an American Music Recital tour in Bulgaria and has been a featured soloist with the
Dayton Philharmonic Orchestra, Springfield Symphony Orchestra, Miami Valley Symphony
Orchestra, and Bach Society of Dayton. Two of her notable roles have been Sister Rose in Heggie’s
Dead Man Walking and Anna Gomez in Menottie’s The Consul, both performed with Dayton Opera.
She has appeared with the University of Dayton, Yellow Springs, Flint, Ann Arbor, and South Bend
Symphony Orchestras as well as the Defiance and Packard Symphonic Bands. Her research regarding
the musical settings of texts by poet and Dayton native, Paul Laurence Dunbar led to her

establishment of the Dunbar Music Archive. Dr. Daniel-Cox has a passion for teaching and has
taught music courses or applied voice for programs at Western Michigan University, University of
Michigan, Bowling Green State University, and within the award-winning music program at Grosse
Pointe South High School. After serving four years as Artist-in-Residence, Dr. Daniel-Cox is now
Assistant Professor of Voice and Coordinator of the Voice Area at the University of Dayton where
she teaches applied lessons, music courses, serves as Artistic Director of the yearly musical/opera
productions, and coordinates the Vocal Performance Institute, a summer program for high school
aged singers.
Teejai Dorsey (Production and Program Coordinator) is from Cincinnati, Ohio and graduated
from the University of Dayton with a B.S. in Psychology and minor in Biology. Teejai has always had
a deep admiration for the theatre world and loves attending shows. Teejai currently is the Production
and Program Coordinator for the Theatre, Dance & Performance Technology program at the
University of Dayton. Welcome back to live theatre!
Matthew J. Evans (Technical Director - Design, Scenic Designer, Lighting Designer ) creates
scenic, audio, and lighting environments for theater, opera, dance, devised, and other live events.
Matthew serves as the Technical Director in Design in the Theatre, Dance, and Performance
Technology program and is the Theatre Manager for Boll Theatre at the University of Dayton.
Professionally, Matthew works as the Director of Production and Lighting Director for the worldrenowned Dayton Contemporary Dance Company. He has designed the original lighting plots for
retroACTIVE, American Dance Platform, Byrd’s Eye View, DCDC’s 50th Anniversary Gala, The
Bench, Reunited, Wynton Works, Vantage Points, The Littlest Angel, Etchings, and Tapestries at
ARTS 651 in Brooklyn, New York. Internationally, Matthew has designed and worked as a stage
manager for DCDC touring productions in Bermuda, Russia, Kazakhstan, and China. U.S. Regional
Theatre credits include LaComedia Dinner Theatre, Springboro, Ohio, Opera Saratoga in Saratoga
Springs New York, The Barter Theatre in Abingdon Virginia, University of Wisconsin – Platteville,
Circa 21 Dinner Theatre in Rock Island Illinois, Enchanted Hill Playhouse in Nappanee Indiana, Sorg
Opera in Middletown, Ohio, Ghostlight Theatre Inc. in Davenport, Iowa, and Horsefeathers and
Applesauce Dinner Theatre in Winfield, Kansas. Originally from Davenport, Iowa, Matthew
graduated in 1994 from Teikyo Marycrest University with a Bachelor of Arts in Theatre. Matt would
like to welcome you back to live theatre, and give a hearty thank you to all the resilient students in the
TDP program! www.matthewjevans.wixsite.com/theatre
Amy Jones Gibbons (Choreographer) is from Huntington, WV and graduated magna cum laude
from Point Park University with a B.A. in Dance. Amy performed professionally with the Dayton
Contemporary Dance Company from 2008-2016 and as a guest artist during the 2017-2018
seasons. During the 2014-2015 season Amy also served as joint director of DCDC2. Amy is
currently the DCDC Artist in Residence for the Theatre, Dance, and Performance Technology
Program at The University of Dayton and the Co-Director of the UD Dance Ensemble, alongside
Jonathan Pattiwael. She is also the UD resident choreographer for both musicals and operas performed
at the University. In 2019, Amy co-founded and was named the Artistic Director of the nonprofit pre-professional performance company, Onyx Contemporary Dance Company. In addition to
her commitment to UD, Amy is on faculty at the Miami Valley Dance Center, Dance Expressions
by Lori, and serves on the board of directors for The Regional Dance America Northeast Chapter.
Amy has created choreography for the Ohio Northern University’s Dance Department, Wright State
University’s 2015 Faculty Concert, DCDC, DCDC2, Midwest Starz National Talent Competition,
Sinclair Community College, Kaleidoscope Entertainment, and several dance studios throughout the
Midwest. Amy looks forward to teaching and presenting her work Unclose Your Eyes from TDP’s
Dancing in the Light production at the Ohio Dance Festival.

Dr. Ryu-Kyung Kim (Co-Music Director), Mezzo-soprano, highlighted her recent seasons with the
performances as Ann Gideon in Dayton Opera’s Finding Wright, Alto Solo in Mozart Requiem with
Bach Society of Dayton, Alto Solo in Helena Symphony Orchestra’s Beethoven Ninth Symphony,
Queen Lili’uokalani in Little Opera Theater of New York’s Better Gods, and Alto Solo in Handel’s
Messiah with Philadelphia Master Chorale. She has performed major roles in operas and concert works
throughout the world with many prestigious opera companies and orchestras including Santa Fe
Opera, Baltimore Opera, Cleveland Opera, El Paso Opera, Virginia Opera, Ash Lawn Opera Festival,
Opera Orchestra of New York, Caramoor Music Festival, National Chorale, Korean Symphony
Orchestra, Seoul Philharmonic Orchestra, Great Mountains Music Festival, Sapporo Symphony
Orchestra, and Staatskapelle Halle in Germany. She received her DMA from SUNY in Stony Brook,
Artist Diploma from Academy of Vocal Arts, MM and BM from Manhattan School of Music. She has
joined the Voice faculty of the Department of Music at UD in 2013.
Dr. David Sievers (Co-Music Director, Conductor) is an Artist-in-Residence in Voice at the
University of Dayton. He has served as Musical Director for several UD productions, including The
Magic Flute, Babes in Toyland, the world premiere of Spectacle, Grease, Die Fledermaus, Once Upon
a Mattress, Urinetown, Smoke on the Mountain, The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, and
Mother Courage and Her Children. He also appeared onstage as “George at the keyboard” in the
mainstage production of Scapin. Dr. Sievers has performed many of the character tenor roles in the
lyric theater canon, from Kaspar (Amahl and the Night Visitors) and Dr. Caius (Falstaff) to
Nicely-Nicely Johnson (Guys and Dolls) and Archibald Craven (The Secret Garden). He has also
appeared as the tenor soloist with the Miami Valley Symphony Orchestra, Wittenberg University, the
Springfield Symphony, the University of Dayton Orchestra and Chorale, the Kentucky Symphony
Orchestra, the Boise Master Chorale and the Mid-Columbia Oratorio Chorus. He is a member of the
National Association of Teachers of Singing, The New York Singing Teachers Association, the
National Opera Association, the National Association of Pastoral Musicians, Phi Beta Kappa, and
serves on the board of directors for the Opera Guild of Dayton. A church musician since the age of
12, Dr. Sievers is the Pastoral Associate of Music and Liturgy at St. Luke Parish in Beavercreek, OH.
Ryan Wantland (Technical Director-Production, Stage Manager, Scene Shop Manager) is a
Lecturer and Technical Director of Production for the Theatre, Dance, and Performance Technology
program. He joined the University of Dayton in August 2016, having previously worked at Indiana
University South Bend as staff technical director for the Department of Theatre and Dance. Ryan has
ongoing, multi-year associations with Utah Shakespeare Festival and Tantrum Theatre in Ohio
engineering and drafting scenery. Additional positions include drafter for Schuler Shook Theatre
Planners in Chicago, Illinois; carpenter and welder for Brick Monkey Theater Ensemble in Athens,
Ohio; and stage manager for Notre Dame Shakespeare Festival in South Bend, Indiana. He holds an
MFA in Theatre Production Technology from Ohio University and is an active member of USITT.

Charis Weible (Costume Design, Costume Shop Manager) returns to the TDP after previously
working here in the Spring of 2018 on Unfinished and Transparency. Other credits include: The
Human Race Theatre Company (Race), Utah State University Opera (Hansel and Gretl) Vandalia
Youth Theatre (Mary Poppins), Stivers School for the Arts (Anything Goes, Sherlock Holmes) and
Chaminade Julienne Catholic High School (Footloose, Tartuffe, Godspell, Little Women, Freaky
Friday), among others. She has worked for Columbus Children’s Theatre, the Dayton Ballet, IATSE
local 66 and Kings Island, where she was the head of wardrobe. You can find Charis online at http://
www.charisweible.com/ and follow her costuming adventures by liking @chariscostumes on
Facebook or following @charisweible on Instagram.
Jerome Yorke (Co-Director) is an Assistant Professor for the University of Dayton’s Theatre,
Dance and Performance Technology program specializing in Physical Theatre; acting, movement,
puppetry, and clowning. He has 20 years of national and international professional acting and
performance experience ranging from Bali, Indonesia to Abu Dahbi, UAE. His physically based work
and approach to theatre making and performance blends imaginative storytelling and social justice
with styles ranging from eccentric characterization to acrobatic dance. He is a core member of UpLift
Physical Theatre, is an Alexander Technique International teacher trainee, and holds an MFA in
Ensemble Based Physical Theatre from Dell’Arte International. His directing credits includes Babes
in Toyland, The Yearnin’ Heart Longs, Chicago, Reverberation, The Magic Flute and Through The
Looking Glass, and What you Found There.

A Very Special Thank You To...

to Emma Fitzpatrick and Emily Kallenberg from Holy Angels School for their assistance in preparing
the von Trapp children for our rehearsal process;
to the Holy Angels children’s parents for making their children available for weekly rehearsals and
helping them learn lines and music;
and to the Dayton German Club for loaning us the trachten clothing for the von Trapp’s concert performance as well as for their dance exhibition in the Lobby before Friday’s performance.
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